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WE EXIST  
TO FOSTER A 
COMMUNITY OF 
LEARNERS  
IN WHICH EACH 
PARTICIPANT’S… 

INTERESTS,  
GIFTS & TALENTS,  
DREAMS, 
AND  
PERSONAL-BEST 

ARE 
EXPLORED,  
CULTIVATED,  
EXPRESSED,  
AND 
CELEBRATED. 

Gearing Up for the 2022-2023 School Year in Old Tappan!
As preparations for the upcoming 
school year are being finalized at  
TBD and CDW, we look forward to 
having the students back in school 
for the 2022-2023 school year. We 
hope that your child(ren) and your 
family found a way to blend 
exploration, discovery, and 
relaxation during the summer 
months. The summer stages of our 
maintenance projects at the schools 
are winding down, as staff energy 
levels are winding up.                                                               
With our District values of 
community, curiosity, courage, 
creativity, and commitment, driving 

us forward, I am confident that the 
2022-2023 school year will be filled 
with rewarding experiences for all.       
Together, with the participation of 
our Board of Education; our 
administrators, faculty, and staff; 
and our families, we will foster a 
learning environment, in which all 
students will have opportunities to 
reach their greatest potential. 

This school year, I look forward to 
seeing many of you at our schools’ 
hallmark events and student 
celebrations. 

- Dr. Da Giau, Superintendent 
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Traffic Safety 

Please exercise extreme 
caution during arrival and 

dismissal times. 

At TBD and CDW... 
1.Drop-off and pick-up should be only 

at the curb or marked areas. 
2.The parking area is for staff only. 
3.Please do not drop off or pick up 

pupils in the parking area. 
4.There is no parking or standing in the 

bus section.  
5.Students should use the guarded 

cross-walk and walkways to enter into 
the building.  

Crossing Guards are at… 
1. Central Drive and Haring Drive 
2. Central Avenue and NVRHS 
3. Old Tappan Road and CDW 
4. Old Tappan Road and Washington Ave. 
5. Washington Ave. and Herrick Drive 
6. Deberg Drive (behind TBD) 
7. TBD School and Herrick Drive 
8. Deberg Drive and Irving Street 
9. Charles Place and School Street 
10.TBD School Parking Lot 
11. CDW School Parking Lot 

Additional Parking... 
Should you have to use the schools’ 
parking lots, please park in the spaces 
marked for visitors. There are additional 
parking spaces available on Interschool 
Drive.  

Please, use caution.

Morning 
Supervision 

There is supervision provided 
by a combination of the 

principals and staff, beginning 
at 8:00 AM on a daily basis. 
There is no supervision before 
8:00 AM. For safety reasons, 
please do not send students to 

school before 8:00 AM.  

Attendance Procedures 
Please consider the school 

calendar when making family 
vacation plans. When conflicts are 
unavoidable, please contact the 
main office as soon as possible. If a 
student is going to be absent from 
school, please adhere to the 
following guidelines: 

When students will be absent 
from school, parents/guardians are 
required to call the school nurse and 
leave a message stating the 
student’s name, classroom teacher 
or homeroom teacher, and reason 
for the absence.                         
TBD Nurse: 201.664.7176 x1104 
CDW Nurse: 201.664.1475 x2103 

Late students are to report to the 
Main Office to have their 
attendance marked and to receive 
late passes. 

Students leaving early from 
school must be picked up by a 
parent or authorized person at the 
Main Office. Please send a note in 

advance, if you know of the 
dismissal time. Students will only be 
called from the classroom once the 
adult arrives in the school. 

If a child is absent during the 
day and plans to participate in an 
after school or evening activity, the 
student must present a note of 
explanation from the parent/
guardian. If the student’s absence is 
due to illness, a physician’s note 
must be presented.                                                     

Parents/Guardians will be 
contacted in cases of excessive 
tardiness and/or absences.  

If your child is absent 
and we do not hear 
from you... 

The parent/guardian will be 
called. If the parent/guardian 
cannot be reached, persons listed on 
the emergency card will be 
contacted. If those efforts are 
unsuccessful, the Old Tappan Police 
will be contacted. 
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District Values 
and Vision 

WE VALUE… 

Community: We are all 
whole people, each with 
challenges and each 
powerful.  

Curiosity: The world 
opens to us if only we 
sincerely question.  

Courage: Greatness 
requires that first we step.  

Creativity: All challenges 
are only solutions in 
waiting.  

Commitment: We owe it 
to ourselves and each 
other to strive toward 
excellence and to 
encourage the same in 
others.  

We seek to create an 
environment that is both 

challenging and nurturing 
for every learner.  

Interested in a Parent/Guardian Book Talk? 
“Parents often don’t think about reading motivation until middle school. Almost 
all children like to read in the early elementary years. They like it at school, and 
they like it at home. But research shows that their attitudes toward reading get 

more negative with each passing year.” - Willingham, 2015 

Raising Kids Who Read: What Parents and Teachers Can Do (2015), written by 
Willingham, provides an overview of the key elements that contribute to reading 
enthusiasm. Voice Lessons for Parents: What to Say, How to Say It, and When to 
Listen (2019), written by Mongel, offers insight into the ages and stages that allow for 
connections with youth and accompanying vocal style and body language. 

If you are interested in reading one or both of these notable books and then meeting 
with other parents/guardians and Dr. Da Giau for discussion, please join the 
group.You do not have to attend both of the Book Talks to participate.  

Book Talk Meetings are scheduled as follows:  

	 19 October 2022 - 1:00 PM or 7:00 PM (Raising Kids Who Read) 
	  15 March 2023 - 1:00 PM or 7:00 PM (Voice Lessons for Parents) 

Interested in Serving on Our District-Based Planning Team? 
The foundation of collaboration is the willingness to acknowledge multiple voices 
within an organization and the willingness to share ideas. The Superintendent’s 
District-Based Planning Team will continue serve as a conduit for our schools’ 
development and growth.  

If you are interested in serving on the District-Based Planning Team this school year, 
and have not participated in the past, please email Dr. Da Giau at dagiau@nvnet.org. 

Meetings will be scheduled on the following Wednesday afternoons and evenings, in 
an effort to open an opportunity for broader parent/guardian participation: 

	 	 26 October 2022 - 1:00 PM or 7:00 PM 
 	 	   25 January 2023 - 1:00 PM or 7:00 PM  
	              29 March 2023 - 1:00 PM or 7:00 PM 

You do not have to attend all of the meetings to join the group.  

School communities are made stronger with the active involvement of its stakeholders. 
Together, we will continue to grow.

Attendance Policy 
Knowing that families share our 
concern about responsible 
attendance, they will be advised if 
their children’s attendance falls 
short of the State’s expectation, 
which is identified as being 
present at least 90% of the 
possible school days. Students 
who accumulate absences that 
total 10% or more of the possible 
school days, regardless of reason, 
are considered to be “chronically 
absent,” according to the State. 



Student Accident Insurance 
If you wish to apply for the 
optional student accident insurance 
coverage, please refer the policy 
information that has been included 
in the online Summer Packet. 
Please read the information 
carefully. This optional insurance 
coverage is secondary to your 
primary insurance coverage. 

Nutrition Policy 
In alignment with the the Department 
of Health Regulations (N.J.A.C. 8: 
24-3.2)and the Food Biosecurity Plan 
(N.J.S.A. 18A: 33-16), food for all 
school celebrations must be: store 
bought, store prepared, and ready to 
serve. All food and beverage items 
listing sugar, in any form, as the first 
ingredient are not permitted. School 
nurses work diligently to provide 
students with a safe learning 
environment. Please adhere to special 
classroom instructions that respond to 
food allergy requirements. 

Blueprint for Growth
Our Districts overarching goals and 
performance objectives are outlined 
in in a three-year Blueprint for 
Growth and Development, which 
can be found linked to our website. 
Stakeholder feedback helps us to 
formulate this plan for growth. 
Annually, our progress is shared 
through status report based on the 
outlined performance objectives in 
the Blueprint 

This Blueprint provides a framework 
for school plans and individual 
teachers’ work plans.  

We use SchoolMessenger as our 
notification system for sharing school 
closings and/or for sharing other 
important school information. The 
SchoolMessenger system links with 
our Genesis Parent Portal and is 
designed to allow parents/guardians 
the ability to customize the manner 
in which notifications are received 
from the school. Maintaining the 
accuracy of your profile through the 
Genesis Parent Portal will improve 
our ability to keep you informed of  
notifications.  

Visit https://
parents.genesisedu.com/oldtappan 
to log into your Parent Portal to 
update Guardian 1 and Guardian 2 
information (home phones, cell 
phones, emails) via the “Contacts” 
tab. 

Secretary - TBD 
Ms. Susan Chamesian 

Grade 2 - TBD 
Ms. Natalie Dahdah 

Special Education - TBD 
Ms. Toriana Tabasco 

Physical Education - TBD 
Mr. Paul Brancatelli 

Music - TBD and CDW 
Ms. Kiana Vetrero 

Spanish - CDW 
Ms. Olga Escobar  

TBD Grade-Level /  
Assignment Changes 
Ms. Dunn - Grade 1 
Ms. Lallas - Grade 1 
Ms. Botterman - Grade 2 
Ms. Acheson - Grade 3 
Ms. Courtney LaMorte -                            
Gr. 1-3 Special Education 

CDW Grade-Level/ 
Assignment Changes 
Ms. Franco - Gr. 5-8               
Special Education 

2022 - 2023  

NONew Professional 

Staff and 

Assignment 

Changes 

in the  

Old Tappan 

Schools 

SchoolMessenger
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Parents’ Guides to 

the K-8 Curriculum  

The Old Tappan School 
District is a member of the 
Northern Valley Schools 
Consortium. Through this shared 
membership, the Old Tappan 
teachers join with others from  
Northern Valley districts and the 
Northern Valley Curriculum 
Center staff to write curricula 
that align with New Jersey’s 
State Standards and that are 
vertically articulated from 
Kindergarten through Grade 12. 

The Northern Valley 
Curriculum Center developed 
Parents’ Guides to the 
Curriculum that highlight 
curricular objectives by grade-
level. The 2022-2023 Parents’ 
Guides to the K-8 Curriculum will 
be posted to the District’s 
website for your reference. 

When appropriate and 
necessary, Old Tappan Schools 
will issue overviews more unique 
to our schools. Please check 
your Parent Portal to see our 
District’s Health Overview for 
your child’s grade level.  

Should you have any 
questions, please do not hesitate 
to contact us. 

New Jersey Standardized Testing Update: Start Strong  
The Start Strong assessments that will be administered for a second time this fall, 2022. 
The New Jersey Student Learning Assessment (NJSLA) will be administered, as usual, in 
the spring and will satisfy the 2021-2022 school year testing requirement. Start Strong is 
a beginning-of-the-year assessment aligned with the New Jersey Student Learning 
Standards (NJSLS) and is intended to assess students’ understanding of prioritized prior-
year academic standards .  

The Start Strong tests are short — 60 minutes per subject, ELA in Grades 4-8; Math in 
Grades 4-8, Algebra I, and Geometry; and Science in Grade 6. The score reports, which 
will be available shortly after administration, will give teachers a read on which students 
need support with which standards. Parents/Guardians will receive score reports, too. 
The score reports will consist of the following components: 
1. Overall Performance  
2. Performance Levels - Strong Support May Be Needed; Some Support May Be 

Needed; Less Support May Be Needed  

The school principals will communicate grade-level testing schedules with you.  

A District Testing Report will be presented at a Board of Education Meeting following 
receipt of scores, and the report will be posted to our website. 

Harassment, Intimidation, and Bullying Policy (Policy: 5512) 

The Old Tappan Board of Education prohibits acts of harassment, intimidation, or 
bullying. A safe and civil environment in school is necessary for pupils to learn and 
achieve high academic standards. Harassment, intimidation, or bullying is conduct that 
disrupts both a pupil’s ability to learn and a school’s ability to educate in a safe 
environment. Since pupils learn by example, school personnel will demonstrate 
appropriate behavior, treat others with civility and respect, and refuse to tolerate 
harassment, intimidation, or bullying. Consistent with their levels of development, 
maturity, and demonstrated capabilities, pupils are expected to conduct themselves with 
a proper regard for the rights and welfare of other pupils and school staff, the 
educational purpose underlying all school activities and the care of the school facilities 
and equipment.  

Please encourage your child to discuss concerns with appropriate school personnel - 
their teachers, guidance counselor, if appropriate, or the principal. Please refer to the 
District Policy, which is posted to our website and Summer Packet, for more information. 
During this school year, we will focus on building programs and experiences that 
highlight positive peer interactions and relationships and positive adult role models.

Visitors Are Welcome! 

Vistors are welcome in the Old 
Tappan Schools. All visitors must 
have appointments and must use 
the school’s main entrance, in 
order to report directly to the 
main office. There, the visitors will 
sign in and receive a visitor’s 
badge, which is required to be 
worn for the duration of the visit. 
Before leaving the school, visitors 
must report back to the main 
office to sign out.  
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Support the 
Parent-Teacher 
Organization! 

With the efforts of many 
dedicated individuals, the 
Parent-Teacher Organization 
(PTO) provides many 
programs and opportunities 
for our children. Please join 
the PTO and support their 
organization. Thank you for 
the play area additions and 
sound system upgrades this 
year and for the program 
support in both schools! 

www.otpto.org 

All PTO information is posted 
online and linked to our 
school website.

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

31 - New to District 

CDW Orientation 

Part 1 - 9 AM 

1 - Teachers and 

Staff Return  

New to District 

CDW Orientation 

Part II - 2 PM

2 - Professional 

Development Day

5 - No School 6 - First Day  

Early Dismissal 

Gr. 1-8 - 12:30 PM  

PK/K - 11:45 AM

7 - Full Day for 

Everyone

8 - Grade 7 Sharpe 

Field Trip Parent 

Meeting 6:30 PM

9

12 - BOE Meeting 13 14 15 - CDW Back-to-

School Night

16

19 20 21 22 - TBD Back-to-

School Night  

23

26 - No School 27 28 29 30

SEPTEMBER  

Visit our 

District 

website to see 

the school 

year dates on 

the 

2022-2023 

calendar. 

Summer Programs  
and Projects 

This summer, the schools were filled with 
activities. During the month of July, we 
hosted a no-fee Summer Skill Booster 
Program for students in all grades. 
Simultaneously, we hosted an Extended 
School Year (ESY) Program for identified 
students as young as three-years-old. In 
both of these programs, teachers across 
all of our grade-levels and subject areas 
worked with students to review skills and 
learning standards of the school year that 
just ended. 

During the months of July and August, we 
also facilitated kindergarten screenings 
for incoming students who will be joining 
TBD in September. 

Our HVAC projects are also well 
underway in both schools, along with our 
play area upgrades. The TBD 
playgrounds are being replaced and a 
play structure is being installed at CDW.  
Thank you for your continued support!

HVAC Upgrades in Both Schools

Play Area Upgrades at TBD  and 

Play Area Installation at CDW 

http://www.otpto.org

